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Remember these points — Basie Plaaniag

*  When planning a notrump contract, you count your ‘top tricks’ (immediate
winners) rather than your losers.

*  You count the available top tricks in each suit, arriving at a total that will
often be less than that required to make the contract.

*  You must then seek a safe (or the safest available) plan to set up the extra
tricks that you need.

*  Your plan must give you a chance of making the contract before the
defenders can score enough tricks to defeat you.

Remember these points — When te held yp

»  When you hold the ace of the suit that has been led, it is normally right to
hold up the ace for two rounds. The intention is to leave the other defender
with no cards in the suit.

+  Think carefully about holding up an ace when this will give the defenders a
chance to put the contract in danger with a switch to a different suit.

»  When you need to knock out two of the opponents’ winners to achieve the
tricks you need, it may be right to hold up in a suit even if you have two
stoppers.

Remember these points — =8 ted dis kg o et

*  When dummy’s long suit is headed by the ace, it is often right to delay
playing the ace until you lead the last card in the suit from your hand. With
©A9732 in dummy opposite ¢854 in your hand, duck two rounds and
then cross to the OA.

* By ducking a round of a suit such as #AKQ73 (in a dummy with no side
entry) opposite %82, you will be able to score four tricks when the defenders’

cards break 4-2.

*  You can gain an entry to dumimy by overtaking an honor in your hand. For
example, with #A10986 in dummy opposite #KQ you can overtake the
%Q) on the second round and lead the %10 to clear the suit.
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